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Name of Participant
Signature of Participant
Time Out
Time In
Harris County Sheriff's Office
Authorization and Release Form for Jail Tour
 I recognize that prior to touring the Harris County Detention Facility (Jail system) it is important to understand that the facility is an adult detention facility for people that are currently incarcerated pending trial for a criminal offense or are appealing a judgment and/or are currently serving time in the facility.  I understand that there may be "adult content" in either behavior of inmates or conditions of the facility that I will be exposed to during the tour.  As such, I recognize and accept risk of this exposure in exchange for the privilege of being allowed to tour the facility.  
 
With this understanding and as consideration for my being allowed to participate in a tour of the jail facility, I hereby waive any cause of action against Harris County or the Harris County Sheriff's Office, and hereby release and hold harmless Harris County, its officers and employees, and the Harris County Sheriff's Office, its officers and employees for any actions or lack of actions that may take place during my voluntary Jail tour.  I recognize that I may be exposed to adult institutional behavior and also know the rules and regulations that one must abide by while on tour.    
 
Parents and teachers recognize that HCSO tries to control the behavior of the inmates, but at times when the inmates are in their cells they may exhibit behavior beyond the control of the deputies guarding the cells.  Should something like this be encountered members of the tour need not pay attention to the behavior nor acknowledge the behavior.  
 
Parents and teachers should also be aware that at times the group may encounter inmates on work detail in the hallways.  Be assured that inmates are being supervised and monitored by deputies in the hallways, as well as security cameras.
 
I realize that all members of the tour must agree to stay with the tour guide at all times while touring the Harris County Jail and all associated buildings.  At no time may anyone wander the premises unescorted or leave the tour group.  All members of the tour also agree to listen to the tour guide and follow any and all instructions he/she may give.  It is imperative that once inside the jail members of the tour be attentive to the tour guide as he/she may issue important instructions at anytime.    
      
I agree to abide by the rules of the Harris County Detention Facility (Jail System) and agree to adhere to and respect any commands given by the HCSO representative (tour guide).  I recognize that any commands given to me may require an immediate compliance for my safety and that of the touring group.  Participation in the Harris County Jail System tour is a privilege that I will be allowed in consideration for this Authorization and Release Form. 
 
This Authorization and Release Form shall be construed according to the laws of Texas and any interpretation of the terms of this Authorization and Release Form shall take place in the appropriate venue of competent jurisdiction in Harris County, Texas.    
 
This agreement signed on______________contains the understanding of the parties related to the subject matter contained herein.
My signature below affirms I have received and understand the Jail Facility Tour Rules.
Signature of Participant's Teacher                                       (If Applicable)
X______________________________
X______________________________
Name of School         (If Applicable)
Participant's Phone Number
Participant Emergency Contact Information
Best Contact Number
Relationship to Participant
Name of Emergency Contact	
If under 18, Participant's Parent/Guardian Signature Required
Signature of Participant's Parent/Guardian
X______________________________
Date of Birth
Driver's License Number
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General Tour Rules
*
All persons are subject to search at security checkpoints. This includes the use of metal detection equipment prior to entering and exiting the secure perimeter of any HCSO Detention Facility.
No Items may be brought into the secure perimeter of any HCSO Detention Facility during the tour.
*
Items brought into the secure perimeter of  an HCSO Detention Facility may be considered contraband.
-
It is a criminal offense to introduce contraband into a secure facility, thus a visitor's actions may result in criminal charges.
-
Suspicious items, persons, and activities shall be immediately brought to the attention of HCSO staff.
*
All persons are to abide by the Tour Guide's rules and instructions at all times.
*
Any person deviating from the instructions of the Tour Guide will be asked to leave, and escorted from the HCSO Detention Facility if needed.
*
All visitors shall avoid any contact or communication with the inmates incarcerated in any of the HCSO Detention Facilities.
*
It can be a criminal action to provide or offer an inmate any services or goods, and criminal charges may be filed on any visitor who engages in these actions
-
Visitors shall not take photos, video recordings, nor audio recordings during the tour of the HCSO Detention Facilities. 
*
Prohibited Items				
The following is a brief, but not complete, list of items that are not allowed in the HCSO Detention Facilities.  In addition, the HCSO staff shall have the final decision regarding permissible items.  
Backpacks
-
-
Cell Phones
-
Cameras
-
Weapons
-
Tools
I-Pods
-
Clothing Requirements
The following is a brief, but not complete, list of clothing that  is not allowed in the HCSO Detention Facilities.  In addition, the HCSO staff shall have the final decision regarding appropriateness of visitor clothing.  
No revealing clothing (bust, midriff, or underwear)
-
No sleeves shorter than halfway down  upper arm.
-
No see-through attire
-
No spandex or tights without shorts
-
No dresses/skirts/shorts above mid-thigh
-
No flip-flops or sandals 
-
No clothing that displays obscene/offensive language or drawings or any gang affiliation.
-
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